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SER MON 


Preach'd at Burlington in New-FJerſey, November 11. 
1749. Being the Day appointed by his Excelleney 
the GOVERNOR, with the advice of His 
Majeſty” . Council, 


„%% © 
Provincial THANKSGIVING. | 
Beſore the GO VE R N 0 R and others, upon Texte 
choſen by his Excellency. 


With a Prefatory Addreſs to Pu LI Dop DR dex, D. D. 


_ By GILBERT . A.M. 


| towards me? I aui pay my Vous. 


bis en ari Oy will 1 ſhew the Salvation of God. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Printed by W. Bxapror at the Sign of the Bible 


in Second- Street, MDCCXLIX, 
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PHIILIT DoppRI DGE, D. D. 
„ Northampton, in England. 
Reverend and honoured Sir, 


HE worthy Character I have had of You from a Per- 
ſon of Eminence, in a neighbouring Province, from 


divers other worthy Perſons, together with what I have 
ſeen of your writings, has excited my peculiar reſpect; 


in Teſtimony of which, IJ have taken the Freedom to 
preſent the following Diſcourſe to You, which however 
defeQive in its Form, will not, I am perſuaded, on ac- 
count of its Subject- Matter, be diſagreeable to a Gentle- 
man of your diſtinguiſhed Piety and Loyalty, nor in 
that reſpect unworthy of your Patronage. 


Sik, I have with, Pleaſure heard of your Diligence - 
and Succeſs in conducting a Seminary of Learning, ſo 


as to ſerve the important Intereſts of the Redeemer's 
Kingdom, in your native Country ; and I doubt not the 
fame generous Zeal for GOD, will incline and animate 
you to encourage with your Councils and Influence the 


3 ö 


2 rr * 
* 


like laudable Deſign in theſe Parts; particularly in the 
Province of Neu- Jerſey, where a Charter (of a Plan truly 


Catholick) is already obtain'd for an Academy, and 


where there is great Neceſſity of one, to qualify Perſons 
for the Service both of Church and State. I heartily 


wiſh that the Smiles of Heaven may conſtantly attend 
your abundant Labours for God and his People, and 
that you may ſhine brighter and brighter to the per- 

ſect Day, e a he Pa e 


5 
FNeverend and honoured . 
with great reſpect, Tour _ 
h affettionate Friend — 
| and unble Servant, 


Philadelphia, Novem, 
27. 1749, 1 


6. TENNENT. 
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PpsAIN xy. 1. and PI LI P. i. 27. 


Praiſe wwaiteth for thee, O God, in Lion; and unto thee 


ſhall the Vow be performed. 


Only let your * be as it becometh the G rope 1 f 


CHRIST. 


DANS HE Deſign of the Pſalm from whence our 
N F N 
1 


Text is taken, ſeems to be to declare the 
85 marvelous Works of Divine Grace towards 
2 S% 715505 the Church in Particular, and the Kindneſſes 


DEB c of Divine Providence towards the World 


in General, and to excite the Profeſſors of 
Religion, to give to Gp that Praiſe and Honour that 


is due for them. It is probable from the five laſt Ver- 


ſes of this Pſalm, that it was pen'd on Occaſion of a 


_ refreſhing Rain, obtain'd after extream Drought. 


Praiſe waiteth for thee, O GOD, in Lion: Waits for 


thine Acceptance. Praiſe is Silent unto thee, ſo ſome. 
explain the original Word: Intimating that the Works 


of Gop are ſo Great and Glorious that his juſt Honour 
for them cannot be ſufficiently expreſs'd. The moſt 


accurate and exalted Praiſe, that the Church militant 
can offer, 1s compar'd with what it ſhould be but Silence. 


Praiſe indeed is due to Gop from all the World, but 
it only waits for him in Zion, in his viſible Church and 
Kingdom. It is true all his Works Praiſe him objectively, 

or miniſter Matter for Praiſe; but it is his Saints only 


ho bleſs him by actual Adoration : : In Zion was Gop's 


keel 


E 
dwelling Place, happy they who dwell with him there, 
they will be ſtill praiſing him: Uno thee ſball the Vow 


be performed, i. e. Promiſes made in the Day of Trou- 


ble, ſhould be carried into Execution, after deliverance 
from it : Our Thankſgiving for Mercies received, is not 


like to be accepted, unleſs the Vows made in purſuit 
of them be perform'd, 


FROM the Words thus explain'd, I would obſerve 5 


the following Propoſition, vis. 


THAT it is the Duty of GOD's profeſſi 1 19 People, 0 
Praiſe or Thank him publickly for Ben:fits receiv d, and 


to evidence the Sincerity thereof by the Performance 
of their V. c, or oy a Converſation becoming the W 
75 CHRIST. 0 

_ Diſcourſing upon which 1 ſhall endeavout, 


| TO open the Nature of Praiſe or Thankſg tot 
II. SPEAK of the Reaſons of 4. 6 . 


PRAISE and Thankſgroing in ſtrictneſs of Speech, 5 


= have a different Sjgnification. Praiſe is an Act of Devotion, 


by which we admire and confeſs his Divine Perfections; 


but Thankſgiving only imports a grateful Senſe and 
humble Acknowledgement of paſt Mercies. We Praiſe 
| Gon for all his glorious Acts, whether they reſpect 


ourſelves or others, yea, even for the terrible Diſplays 


of his Juſtice and Vengeance: But we Thank him only 
for the Inſtances of his Goodneſs, in which we our- 


ſelves are ſome Way concern'd ; bat ſeeing the ſacred 


Scriptures ſpeak of them promiſcuouſſy, ſo may we, 
and the rather becauſe when Praiſe reſpects Benefits 


received, as it does in our T ext, it is the ſame. with 
Thankſgiving. g. 


| _ NOW the proper Objef? of Praiſe and Thank 75 
is. the bleſſed-Gop, Praiſe waiteth for thec, O 


in Hint Althb' we thoald Exprels Gratitude of Bene 
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fits received, to our fellow Creatures, who have been 
Inſtrumental in the Conveyance of them, yet ſeeing it 
is Gop who directs, aſſiſts, and ſucceeds them in their 
Attempts, without which all their Contrivances and La- + 
bours would prove abortive, therefore to him we muſt 
> aſcribe the Glory of all the Benefits we receive. Enter 
5s Gates with Thankſgiving, and into his Courts with 
* Praiſe, be thankful unto him, and bleſs his Name; ſaith 
the P/almiſt, for the Lord is GOD, his Mercy is ever- 
laſting, and his Trmh endureth to all Generations : He 
is not only good eſſentially, but good communicatively ; 
he is both good in himſelf, and good to ns, from him 
every perfect Gift and good Donation comes, from his 
* unexhauſted Treaſures all the good we poſſeſs is derived. 
IHE extent of Thankſgruimg, or that which we ſhould 
be thankful for is all Things, every Thing give Thanks, 
Mercies temporal, ſpiritual, eternal, ſuch as Creation, 
Providence, Redemption demand our Praiſe, make a 
Joyful noiſe unto the LORD, all ye Lands, ſerve the 
LORD with gladneſs, come before his Preſence with ſing- 
ing, know ye that the LORD is GOD, he it is that hath 
made us, and not we ourſehves, it is GOD that girdeth. 
us with Strength, and maketh our way Perfect, yea, that 
hath waſlnd us from our Sins in his Blood. And no 
doubt we ſhould be Thankful even for Afflictions, that 
they have not been ſo great as we have deſerv'd,” in 
reſpect of Number, Weight, or Continuance. Ezra. is. 
13, 14. And after all that is come upon us, for our evil 
| Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs, ſeeing that thou our 
> GOD haſt puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, 
Would we again break. thy. Commandments, » VV 
IHE Swje&s of Thank(giving, are all Men in general, 
and thoſe that are Pious in /particular, ſuch having re- 
ceiv'd peculiar Benefits, are under greater engage- 
= 1 . | ments 
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implies or includes, theſe Particulars following, vi. 


all Events, by bis Providence; in which reſpe& we are 


(<& 7) 
ments to gratitude, and more enclin'd to perform them: 
Seeing that to them more has been given, conſequently 
of them more is expected; whoever negle& the Duty of 
#Praiſe, they ſhould not, Praiſe waiteth for thee, © G0 
in Lion. A Saint that neglects Praiſe Acts out of Cha- 
AA 1 5 ũè́⁸¾ .-- 
FARTHER, the nature of Praiſe and Thankſgiving © 
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iſt. OUR firm perſwaſion of Gop's Government over 


told, that the Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to 
the Strong; and that all the Fairs of our Heads are 
numbered; for without this Perſwaſion we ſhall not be 
enclined to give to Gop the Glory of his Goodneſs, but 


Sacrifice to our own net, and burn Incenſe to our own 1 
dreg. The providential Kingdom of Gop, my Bre- 
thren, manages the Globe, rules the Heavens, the Earth * 


and Sea, with all the various Tribes of Inhabitants 
they contain, and that in every of their Motions, and 
Actions, the Heaven is his Throne and the Earth his © 
. Foot-ſtool: All the Principalities of the former, and Poten- 
tates of the latter, are Subject to his all governing Regi- 
men: The angry Element in its greateſt Rage and Up- 
roar, ſpeedily ſtoops to his providential check, and | 
ſinks its threatning Surges in Calm and Silence. Ves, 
the very Devils in the Vault of Hell, are bound b 
his Power in Chains of Darkneſs, and feel the Penalties © 
of his righteous Government: The ſmalleſt Beings ge 
has form'd do not eſcape his all pervading Notice: The 
Lilies wear his Livery, and the Sparrows fall not with» 
out his Order: He Guides by an unerring Hand the ©” 
moſt fortuitous Motions: and caſual Events, ſo as to 
Anfwer his wife Deſigns, with the utmoſt: exactneſs 
Tho the Lot be caſt inta the Lap, yet the ep | 
+ 8855 IF 


1 5970 

Hit is of Go. The Arrows apparently random Motion, 
pierc'd between the Joints of Ahabs Harneſs; and Hence is 
that neceſſary and TER Caution, that he who girdet h 
on his Harneſ 5 ſhould not boaſt as he that putteth it of, becautg 
Fnterprizes ſometimes have not that iſſue which they pro- 
miſe or threaten, but ſuch as God is pleaſed to order. 

THE Almi ghty rules both the End and the Means 
leading to it: When he propoſes to favour his People 
with Plenty, he often ſucceeds the Means in fach a 
Manner, as that his Hand may be plainly diſcerned. 
Hoſea. ii. 21, 22. And it ſball come to paſs in that Day, 
of will hear ſaith the LORD, 1 will hear the Heavens, and 
they ſhall hear the Earth, "and the Earth ſhall hear ths 
Corn and Wine and Ol, and they ſball hear Jeze.l. 
NOR are Things neceſſary Natural and Voluntary 
excluded, the vaſt the all comprehending Compaſs of his 
Providence, No, the Almighty. gives Law to the revol- 
ving Seaſons of the Vear, the Ebbings and Flowings of the 
Sea, the Motions of the Heavens and Eclipſes of the 
Luminaries, and obliges them by his Providence. to 
conform to it; the Thunder and Lightning, the Wind 
and Rain, obey his Word; and as to intelligent Agents 
he turns them, but conſiſtent with the natural 1 
of their Wills, as the Streams of Waters i in the South: 
So that tho' there be man w Deviſes in Man's Heart, the 
Conncil' of tie LORD that ſhall ſtand. He often brings 
Light out of Darkneſs and Order out of Confuſion, to 
Tha thoſe Things that are ſeemingly contrary to the 
good of his 3 are in the End turn'd to their Ac» 
vantage, and made Means to promote it, as is evident 
in the memorable Inſtance of Aab Advancement to 
the Government of Egypt. 
Adly. PRAISE and Thankſeiving, Janice or c includes 
OUT 55 Notice and 53 Eſteem of Gop's merci. 


ſul 


— — eaters 


* 8 8T— ee open. — 


= 
———— — 
« 


( 1 ) 


ful dealings with us in his Providence, his Ways are 


Wonderful, fought out of all that have Pleaſure therein. 


We have certainly great caufe to admire the Mercies of 
_ Gop towards us, when we conſider their Nature, Num- 


ber, Seaſonableneſs and Manner of Conveyance, together 
with our utter Unworthinels of the leaſt of them! 


zdly. PRAISE or Thankſgiving includes our affec- 


tionate love to Gop for Mercies we have received. 
The Pflalmiſt aſſures us, that he loved the LORD becauſe 
be heard his Supplication. 'The Almighty ſhould be loved 


_ ardently by us, not only becauſe of his eſſential, but 
his communicative Goodneſs ; every new Wiener ſhould 


add new fewel to the Fire of our Love. 8 


4thly. THE aforeſaid Duty includes, our Wb 
expreſs mention of the Goodneſs of Gop towards us, 


not only in private but in publick, with Humility and 
Reverence, with Ardour and Sincerity, with Faith in 
the Lord IE SUS CurisT, the unfailing Source and in- 


ſtituted Medium of our Benefits, by whom they are 


convey'd to us, in whom they are rendered Salutary, 


and thro' whoſe meritorious Sacrifice our grateful re- 


turns for them do only find Acceptance: Nor ſhould 
our Thankſgiving be deſtitute of Hope in the Mercy 


of a gracious Gop, for in ſuch he delights. We mould 


freely acknowledge, as we have great Reaſon, our utter 


unworthineſs of the Benefits we receive, as well 
as the amiable Diſplays of Divine Wiſdom, Power 
and Kindneſs apparent in them, entirely inet 
a fordid. Sacrifice to ourſelves: Again, 

Fthly. PRAISE and Thankſgiving particularly and 
_ eminently includes, the Payment of our Vows, or in other 


Words, 4 Conroerſation becoming the Goſpel. of. CHRIST. 
Thoſe who ſincerely thank GOD for his Mercies, are 


. by a View of his Goodneſs to-xepent of their Sins, 


againſt 


+ 
1 8 
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8 
ga ggainſt the Obligations of it, and to perform the Vows 
they made, either in the Day of their Trouble, in queſt 
of needed Benefits, or in the Day of their Deliverance, 
in gratitude for them: For certainly it is better not to 
vow, than to yow and not pay, without this all our 
verbal Praiſes, are but as a ſounding Braſs, and tinkling 
Simbal, inſignifieant and unacceptable : We muſt not 
only admire Gop in all we have, but improve all to his 
Glory, and walk before him in all well pleaſing. (1 Chun. 
xxvix. 10, 11, 12, 13.) Wherefore David bleſſed the 
LORD before all the Con gregation, and N bleſſed be thou 
O Lord GOD of 1irael, our Father for ever and ever, 
thine O LORD is the Greatneſs and the Power, aud the 
Glory, aud the Majzſty, for all that is in the Haven, aud 


* the Earth is thine, thine is the Kmgdom, O LORD, and 


thou art exalted as Head above all, both Riches and 
Honour comes of thee, and thou reigneſt over all, and in 
thine Hand is Power and might, now therefore our GOD 
we thank thee, and Praiſe thy glorious Name. See alſo 
a Tins 4. 3. 1 thank GOD whom 1 ſerve from my Fathers 
"with a pure Conſcience; ſerving Gop, or a Converſation 
becoming the Goſpel of CuR1 ST, is real Praiſe, the beſt 
expreſſion and 1 ſubſtantial Evidence of our Thankſ- 
giving, 25 

BUT what is the Goſpel of. CHRIST, ard what is it 
to have 4 Guverſation becoming it? | 
I Anſwer, that the Word Goſpel, wayy:iu + literally : 
and firialy ſignifies glad Tydings, or The” comfortable 
Promiſes and tenders of Salvation by our Lord Jzsvs 
 CurtsT, but more largely conſidered, it includes the 
whole Syſtem of doctrines, precepts, promiſes and 
_ threatnings,.contain'd in the Revelation of C oD's Will in 
his Word, reſpecting the Way to Sal vation, by a Re- 
deemer: e And eſpecially in the Nu-Teſtament. Con- 
. verſation, 


Y 
— — 


(12 ) 

verſation, doubtleſs ſignifies the general Courſe of our 
Conduct. A Man who only Steps into à Read now and 
then, cannot be ſaid to walk in it; the Word -wndre 
ſignifies Citizenſhip, and is borrow'd from Citizens who 

live according to the Laws of their particular City, as 
Grotius obſerves, and therefore by a Greek Cuſtom of 
Speech, it fi ignifies our Manner of Life, and emphati-. 
.cally intends, that the whole of it be conform'd to the. 
Goſpel as becomes the true Citizens. of Heaven. 
THE original Word Hie, tranſlated becoming i in our 
Text, is ellewhere tranſlated Worthy, as Epheſ. iv. 1. 
and Theſ. i i. 11. Which ſuppoſes not a worth of Deſert, 
preceeding the Grace of GoD, but a worth of ſuitable- 
neſs or fitneſs conſequent upon it, as the aforeſaid 
Scriptures ſufficiently confirm. The Word ſignifics 
ſomething ſuitable, decent, ornamental: Thoſe actions 
are worthy any Agent, that are ſuitable to his Place and 


Station, that become his Character ; and add a diſtin- 


| euiſhing Luſtre to it. And hence the Apottle to the 
LEpheſ, ans forbids ſooliſn Jeſting as not convenient, that 


is not ſuitable to one Profeſſion of Chriſtianity : And 


our LORD exhorts his Diſciples 2 let their Light ſo ſhine 
before Men, that they ſeeing their good Works, may glorify 
their Fatber which f is in Heaven. Chriſtians are like Stars 
in the Night of this dark World, whole light is defign*d 
to direct wandering. Tranſgreſſors into the paths of Peace 
and Purity, which iſſue in Salvation. 5 
NOW our Converſation may be laid to be becoming 
the Goſpel of CRIS T. 
ift. WHEN it anſwers. our Soon of the Goſ- 
pel, when we are in ſome Meaſure what we ſeem to be, 
and what by our Profeſſion of the Goſpel of CRI S 


we oblige ourſelves to be: When we who Name the 


Name of Cur18T depart from Iniquity, deny ourſelves, 
take up the Redeemer” s Croſs and follow him. And, 


zUly. 


»F — 
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2dly., When it is agrecable to the Doctrines of the 
Gol pel; when we live as thoſe who believe that CARIS 


is the Son of GoD and Man, that he died for our Sins, and 
role again for our Jaftification, and that he will come at 


laſt in his own and in his Father's Glory, to judge the 
Quick and Dead, accorcing to their Works, to conſign 


the Rightcous to manſions of inexpreſſible and endlefs 
Bleſſecneſs, and baniſh the Wicked from his Preſence, 


into nnconceivable and endleſs Deſtruction! 

zdlyv. WHEN our lives are conform'd to the Pre- 
cept3 of the Goſpel, which recommends the whole moral 
Law to our obſervance, and enjoins us to be Holy in ail 


manner of Converſation, in thought, affection, word and ac- 
tion, teaching to deny all ungodlinets and worldly Luſts, 
and to walk righteouſly,, toberly, and godly in thus 


pretent World. The Goſpel likew ite commands us in par- 


ticalar, to be humble, AT Tg loving to all, peaceable, 


gentle, and eaſy to be entreated; contented with our 


Lot, and reſign'd to our father's Will, be clothed with 
Humility, ſet your Affections on the Things above, 
walk in Love, and having Food and Raiment be there- : 
with content. 


Athly. OU N C Converſation may be faid to be 4 


coming the Goſpel. of CurisT, when it is ſuitable to 
the Promiſes of it, and our Ee pectations from them; 
when we live as thoſe that expect the continued Pardon 


of our Sins, the compleat Sanctificat ion of our Natures, 


Deuce with God, joy in the Hol GaosT, and in a 
Word, every needfnl. bleſſing here, and eternal blefled- 
- nels hereafter; in bebolding Gop without any Medium, 
in perfect conformity to him, and in the full and perpe- 
"tual enjoyment of him: In particular when we habitually 
- Jean upon the Promiſes by Faith, to obtain Direction 


and has cl to d wathy : Diligence) the Duties 
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(1) 
verſation, doubtleſs ſignifies the general Courſe of onr- 
Conduct. A Man who only Steps into a Read now and 
then, cannot be ſaid to walk in it; the Word ran 
ſignifies Citizenſhip, and is borrow'd from Citizens who 
live according to the Laws of their particular City, as 
. Grotius obſerves, and therefore by a Greek Cuſtom af 
Speech, it fi ignifies our Manner of Life, and emphati- 
cally intends, that the whole of it he conform'd to the: 
_ Goſpel as becomes the true Citizens. of Heaven. 


THE original Word gie tranſlated becoming in our 


Text, is elſewhere tranſlated Worthy, as Epheſ. iv. 1. 


and Theſ. i i. 11. Which ſuppoſes not a worth of Deſert, 
preceeding the Grace of GoD, but a worth of ſuitable- 
neſs or fitneſs conſequent upon it, as the aforeſaid. 


Scriptures ſufficiently confirm. The Word ſignifics 
ſomething ſuitable, decent, ornamental : Thoſe actions 


are worthy any Agent, that are ſuitable to his Place and 
Station, that become his Character; and add a diſtin- 


guiſhing Luſtre to it. And hence the Apoſtle to the 


| LEpheſt ans forbids fooliſh Jeſting as not convenient, that 


is not ſuitable to our Profeſſion of Chriſtianity : And 


our LoRD exhorts his Diſciples o let their Licht ſo ſhine 


before Mcn, that they ſeemg their good Works, may gloriſy 


Their Father which is in Heaven. Chriſtians are like Stars 


in the Night of this dark World, whoſe light is deſign*d 
to direct wandering T ranſgreſſors into the paths of Peace 
and Purity, which iſſue in Salvation. 

No] our Converſation may be laid to be becoming 
the Goſpel of CRIS T. 

f. WHEN it anſwers. Our Profeſſian of the Goſ- 
pel, when we are in ſome Meaſure what we ſeem to be, 
and what by our Profeſſion of the Goſpel of Canis“ 

we oblige ourſelves to be: When we who Name the 
Name of Car18T depart from Iniquity, deny ourſelves, 
take up the Redeemer's Crofs and follow him. And, 


adly. 
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2dly, When it is agreeable to the Doctrines of the 
Gol pel; when we live as thoſe who believe that CuRIST 
18 the Son of GoD and Man, that he died for our Sins, and 
Tote again for our Joftification, and that he will come at 
laſt in his own and in his Father's Glory, to judge the 
Quick and Dead, according to their Works, to conſign 
the Righteous to manſions "of inexpreſſible and endlet) 
Blefſec nets, and baniſh the Wicked from his Preſence, 
into unconceivable and endleſs Deſtruction! 

3dly, WHEN our lives are conform'd to the Pre- 
cept3 of the Golpel, which recommends the whole moral 
| Law to our obſervance, and enjoins us to be Holy 1 in ail 
manner of Converfation, in thought, affection, word and ac- 
tion, teaching to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
2nd «tb Wa k righteoully,, toberly, and godly in this 
pretent World. The Goſpel likewile commands us in par- 
ticalar, to be humble, . loving to all, peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated; contented with our 
Lot, and reſign' d to our father's Will, be clothed with 
Humility, ſet your Affections on the Things above, 
walk in Love, and having Food and Raiment be there- 
with content. 

athly. OU C Converſation may be faid to be be- 
comin? the ß 2 a CuRisT, when it is ſuitable to 
the Promiſes of it, and our ExpeQations from them ; 
when we live as tl hoſe that expect the continued Pardon 
of our Sins, the compleat $angification of our Naturcs, 
peace with God, Joy in the HoLy GaosT, and in a 
Word, every needfnl bleſſing here, and eternal bleiſed- 
neſs hereafter; in behulding Gop without any Medium, 
in perfe& conformity to him, and in the full and perpe- 
*tual enjoyment of him: In particular when we habitually 
lean upon the Promiſes! by Faith, to obtain Direction 
and Strength, to e with; Diligence) the Duties 

e k 2101) 2184555 8. < + Tequiy'd 


the Goſpel, my 


if 


C14 F 


haul of us, and to ſuſtain With Patience, the Dif- 
ficulties laid upon us; as well as for Acceptance in both: 
And when in Hope of the good promiſed, we rejoyce in 


all the Changes and Calamities of Life, and in Patience 


do poſſeſs our Souls; when hereby we are influenc'd to 
cleanſe ourſelvos from all Hilthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 


and perfett 117 4 iu the fear of GOD. The Promites of 


rethren, are many in Number, exactly 
ſuited 10 all the Difficultics of the preſent Life, and they 


are ſure in Performance for he is faithful that promiſed, 


and cannot fail the Soul that Truſts in him. The Pro- 


miſes are likewiſe great and precious in their Kind, 
comprizing the beſt Bleſſings of both Worlds. 


5thly. OUR Converſation may be ſaid to be becom- 


ing the Goſpel of CuRIST, when it is ſuitable to the 
threatnings thereof ; that is, when they ſo far influence 
our Minds, as to make us affraid to offend Gop; tho 
a flaviſh Dread of the Almighty does not become a 
Child of his, yet a fear of Reverence and Caution does, 
end hence threatnings are frequently propounded in the 
_ Scriptures to believers, as well as others, with Deſign to 
affect their fear. Sec Heb. Xi, 28. 29. Wherefore WE re- 
beiving a Kingdom that cannot be mod d, let us have Grace, 
i. e. let us Labour for the exerciſe of it, whereby we 
may ſerve Gop with reverence and godly fear; and that 
for this Reaſon, vecauſe GOD 7s a conſuming Fire: And 
Lake xii. 5. We are Commanded to fear him who. after 
he hath kilt d, hath Power to caſt into Hell, yea, faith our 
Saviour, 1 {ay unto you fear him: And eliewhere, we 
are commanded not only to begin, but 70 work out the 
orb of our Salvation with Fear and Trenibling. Nor does 
this make our ſacred Service criminally Legal, if in the 
mean Time it has a ſupream reſpe& to the "commanding 
authority of Gon, and ns ward flows from Love to 


him, 
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him, and faith in the Mediator: And our fear only in- 


ſpires us with a reverence of Gop, and reſtrains ns 
from ſining againſt him; to this Purpoſe undoubtedly 
the threatnings are propos d to pious Perſons. Nom. viii. 
13. {f ye live aſier the Fleſh ye ſhall die, but if Ye 


thro' the Spirit. mortiſy the Deeds of the Body ye ſhall lie. 


It is the peculiar Glory of Chriſtianity, that its Argu- 
ments to enforce Obedience, are adapted to all the Fa 
culties of a human Soul, and ſerve to influence and 
animate all its Springs of Actions ; they not only alure 
our Love and Hope, but alarm our fear and averſion : 


There is likewiſe a beautiful Harmony and Contempora- 


tion, among all the Graces of the Holy Spirit: e. g. 


Pear qualifies Joy, and makes it reverent, and Joy 


qualifies Fear and makes it pleaſant; and hence we are 


bid to rejgce with Trembling. Love without Fear in ur 


preſent State eſpecially, wou'd become ſecure, and Fear 


without Love would become {laviſh ; nor does there ap- 


pear leſs conſiſtency between Fear and Hope, if either 


the Author or Nature of the Reward hop'd for, be con- 


ſidered, or the Qualifications neceſſary to the Profeſſion 
of it: It ; is likewite obſervable that as Faith excites fear, 


ſo Fear confirms Faith. It was Noah's Faith in the Divine 
threatning, that moy'd his fear, and his fear his Diligence 
in preparing an Ark to the ſaving of his Houſe; as the 


Author to the Hebrews, informs us. Nor 5 thele 


Words of the P altmiſt leſs memorable, .. Ixiv. 9, 10. 
Al Men fhall fear, the Righteous fhall be glad 4 the 


LORD, and truſt in him. As there is a Circulation of 


| Cauſes in Nature, ſo in Grace. The Vapours that aſcend 


from the Earth, cauſe Clouds, which deſcend in Showers 
and theſe again ' cauſe Vapours. So the more we believe 
Gop's threatnings, the more we ſhall fear them, and 


the more we fear them, the more we believe them. But 


inſtead 


( 16 ) 


inſtead of the aforeſaid Harmony," 1 there is the greateſt 


Confuſion and Ditcord in error and impiety, one Doctrine 
Contradicts the other, and one Luſt croſſes the other. 
C. g. Covetouſneſs and Prodigality, urge contrary De= 


mands. Once more, 


6thly. Our Converſation may be ſaid to be Sect 
the Goſpel of CHRIST, when we imitate in our Lives the 


good Examples therein mentioned, which is doubtleſs 


the great Deſign of their being kept on Record ; an4 
hence we are enjoyn'd to take our Brethren the. Prophets 
for an Example of Suffering, Affliction and of Patience, 


whole Faith we ſhou'd follow, conſidering the End of 
their Converſation : Seeing we are compa[s'd abuut with = 
ſuch a Clond of llitmſſus, lit us rim with Paticnce tha : 
Rac that is ſet before ns, looking unto JESUS the Authur 
and Iiuiſbor of our Faith, and eſpecially the Example 


of the bleſſed Gop, and of his Son our Lord Jesus 


CuRr1sT, ſhould be imitated by us; and hence we are 


Commanded 6% b2 followers of GOD as dear Children, 


and to walk in Love. The Redeemer has likewiſe leſt 
us an Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps, and 


l-arn of him to be mek au wy. But it is Time to 
conf! der the, 


SECOND RANT Head of Diſcourſe, which Was 70 0 


ſpeak of ih; Reaſons of this Duty of Praiſe or Tan 


| £iving. Now they are principally theſe, VIS. The 


| Command of GOD, our own Comfort, and Intereft. 


IN every Thing give Thanks, faith the Apoftle; 2 
this is the will of GOD in CHRIST, concerning ou. 1 
75h. v. 18. Has not the Almighty a Right to demand 


our Homage in point of Juſtice, as our Creator, and in 


point of Gratitude, as our Bene fador? And do not his 


eſſential and incommunicable Excellencies confirm his infi- 
nitek icht of Soyereignty. oyer us, and oblige us to obedi- 


cence? 


— 


(ur 
ence? But why is Tharkſeiving term'd the i of GOD 
in CHRIST Jesus? ? I Anſwer, becauſe it is illuſtrated 
and recommended under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, by 
'CunisT's Authority and Example. The Tidings of the 


| Redeemer's Birth were uſher'd into the World, by the 


grateful Songs of Angels and Men, the lofty Cherubs 
and humble Shepherds, chearfully join'd in Confort in a 


Song of Praiſe, ſay ing glory t GOD on high, on Earth, 
| Peace and good @oill towards Men. And our Lord him- 
Telf frequently and fervently thank'd his Father, and 
_Teprov'd the Lepers for their unthankfulneſs. It was 


meet my Brethren that this Duty ſhou'd be urg'd under 


the Golpel Diſpenſation, ſeeing it argues ſo juſt, ſo in- 
genuous and ſo noble a Temper of Mind; ſeeing that all 
that we have and are ſpring from the meer Bounty and 
= "Goodneſs of Gov, it is but reaſonable, he ſhou'd have 
> a Tribute of Honour for them, ſeeing that of him as a 


creating Cauſe, and thro' him as a governing Cauſe are 
all Things, they ſhould be directed to him as a final 
Caule, and thoſe that are truly Gracious having obtain'd 
1 pecial Mercies, are conſequently under ſpecial n 


end to the Duty of Thankſgivng. 


BUT it adds Weight to The Argument of divine 
Authority, when it 1s confided, that our Comfort is 


concerned in the Duty enjoined by it, and thus it is in 
the preſent Caſe : Praiſe the J ORD for it is pleaſant, 


z Laith the Tſalmiſt. Tf. exlvii. 1. How can this Duty 
be otherwiſe than pleaſant, ſeeing it purſues the natura 
| bent of pions and grateful Minds, and proceeds from 


Love the fountain of Pleaſure, as well as gives vent 


= to thole tender Sentiments which wou'd Create uncaſinets 


if .contin'd ; not to ſay that by ee the Menſory of 


= - paſt Mercies, it gives, in ſome Degree, a Feat a enjoy 
ment of chem, and ſo tends to calm the 


oul, and. i in- 


ſpire the Mind, with Sweetneſs and Serenity: What 


is Praiſe but the free and ſtrong Sallies of a Soul captiva- 
ted and endear'd by kindneſs. towards its beloved Ob- 


ject? Had we a vigorous Reliſh of the Divine Good- 


neſs, it wou'd ſo inflame our Love, and animate our 
Gratitude, that the pleaſure of Praiſe wou'd be to us a. 
Heaven upon Earth: Surely Praiſing God is the End for 
which we were Born, the Heaven to which we are defi ign'd. 

NR is our Benefit leſs. promoted by the Duty of 
Praiſe, then our Comfort: Praiſe the LORD for it is: 


Good. Not only Good 1 Excellent in itſelf, but good 


to us: It aſſiſts the Performance of other Duties by 
| encreaſing our Love, and encouraging our Hope, which 


are the ſprings of Obedience; but how does it do this? 


Ianſwer, by recolleQing paſt Mercies, which are both in- 


centives to Love and Hope, and by a conſciouſneſs of V 


our endeayouring to make grateful Returns for them. 
Farther, Thankſgiving by dwelling upon the nature and 
> eircumſtances of Benefits receiv'd, tends to heighten our 


Eſteem of their Value, and ſo to make us contented with 


our Lot, which is an important Priviledge. 


WHAT has been laid, ſerves to reprove ſeveral 


ſorts of People, particularly ſuch who never think of the 
Author of their Mercies: It is ſaid of the Wicked, that 


GOD is not in all their tho'ts. Tf. x. They reſemble = 


the Swine who devour whatever Fruit they meet with, 
but look not np to ſee from whence it came. And 


likewiſe ſuch who aſcribe the Honour of their Mercies 
to their own Ingenuity and Induſtry, and thus as un- 
gratefully as impiouſly and fooliſhly ſacrifice to their own 


| Net. The Words of Moſes to the Iſraelites, Deut. viii. 


are remarkable upon this Head, Beware that thou ſorget 


wat the Lord thy God, iu not keeping his Commandments, 


; ko wen fob haſt eaten and art fall, and haſt built 
Sold ly 
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gb) Houſes, and dwelt therein; and when thy Erde 


ber the ur JD, for it 1 10 
t get Wealth, But if thou do forget the Lord thy God, 


( 19 ) 


and thy Flocks multiply, and thy Sikver and Gold is multi- 
I hed, then thine Heart be lifted up, and thou forgetteſt 
the Lord thy God which brought thee from the Houſe of 


Bondage thro a terrible Wilderneſs, that he might humble 


and prove thee, and do thee good at thy latter End ; aud 


than ſay in thy Heart, my Power, and the might of my 


Hand hath | phy me this Wealth : But thou ſhalt remem- 
t GOD, for it is he that giveth thee Power 


1 t:jtify agatnſt you this Day, that ye ſhall ſurely perifh.---= 
Nor ſhould thoſe paſs without Cenfure, who either 


19 God with their Lips only, while their Hearts are 


far from him; or neglect to crown their Thank/givings 


with a Cmverſation becoming the Goſpel of CunisT ; 


in both which Inſtances, verbal Praiſe is unacceptable to 
that God who is a Spirit, and of no avail : To Fach, and 


> only to ſuch, who worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, 


and order their Converſation aright, will be ſhewn the 
Salvation of Gd. HAS eee 8 T4 1 7 


IE T us therefore be entreated, my Fathers and 


Brethren, to comply with the Deſign of this Day, in 
performing the Duty of Thankſgrvimg in the Manner 
before repreſented. This is certainly the way to pleaſe 
God, and perpetuate our Mercies and Deliverances. 
Pſal. xv. 30, 31. 1 will praiſe the Name of the Lord 
with a Song, and will magnify him with Thankſervine ; 


this alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord better than an Ox or Bullock 


that hath Florns or Floofs : The hamble ſhall ſee it and be 


1 75 and your Hharts ſhall live that ſeck the Lord. This 
Method, /s, is certainly the ſureſt ſafeſt way to en- 
creaſe the Number of our Mercics ; the more thankful 
e are for the Mercies we poſels,'the greater Reaſdn 
XZ ve haye to expect more: Surely that GOD who is 


T % % IS.” 


og _ Goodnels 


Goodneſs itſelf, ill rejoicd over ſuch to do them good. 


ploy, and delight of the Inhabitants of Heaven; then let 


vidence, and redeem'd ius by his Love. If then there be 
any Force in creating Goodneſs, if any Bonds in his. 
forbearing Patience, if any endearments in his redem-. 


high be we ſhonld make. thank ful Returns to him: 


ſuch invaluable Benefits. The light of Nature, nx 
Brethren, dictates the Neeeſlity of Gratitude; the Pubs. B 
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Praiſe i is certainly ene of; the moſt diſintereſted Datics 
in the whole circle gf Religion. Prayer implores A 
ſupply, of our Wants, Faith applies'-a Balſam to our 
ae, and Hope expects a ſuture Good; but Praiſe only 
Propoſes to itſelf to do as becomes a rational Creature, 
to the beſt and moſt Beneficent of Beings. It is therefore, 
the moſt. excellent Part of our religions Worſhip, the em- 


us as the Pſalnuſt expreſſes it, offer ae GU Tbunlſgiving 


and pay our Lotus unto the moſt High. Unto that Go 
who has made us by his Power,, preſerv'd us by his Pro- 


ing Kindneſs, if any Obligations in the Hope of our: 


from whom we have receiv'd, and from whom we g 2 1 


licans Practiz d it as our Loxkp aſſures us, the benighted: 


Pagans felt its Force, witneſs Lycurgus, who declared 9 


its contrary. monſtruous. Vea, the very Beaſts expreſs. 


a kind of Gratitude to their Benefactors. The Ox Luo th 


his Qwner, and the Aſs his Maſlers Crib. If we therefore: 


who. profeſs Chriſtianity, ſordidly neglect it, we fink 
below: oblong. Pagans, and Beaſts, who all conſp ire to 
| reproach _ our ſtupid and ungreatful Conduct, at which, 4 

the Heavens and. Earth may be aſtoniſh'd,' 1 


MT, in N we ſhould at this. Time, "praiſe | 


ki. 


158 ener, from the begining of his — £54 
the 


t 


E2 
I 
7 
* 8 of 
1. 
82 
FX 
32 
LARS 
401 
0 7 
e 
N 
1 
7 
7 IR 
x: % 5 N 

* 

. =: 
1 

GER 

A +» 4 

F328 
I 51 — 

_ 

4 $8 4 
: 5 
#2 

+8 45 

5 ** 

3 

Ts. 

C wy 8 

— 

: HET 

/ 9 
5 8 
n 
N 3 

4 * 6 
1 

iT: 
554 
Fi 
A 
2 
Fee 
* 


ro the Rights and Liberties of his Subjects, nor has he 


cal Reigns of the Ketard- Family; 
1 Articlichent” to. Topery, and arbitrary. Power (for the 


able to all Europe 


e ) 
preſent Time: He has expreſſed ajult dtd? Rhges 


ſtreteli d his Prerogative, to the prejudice of thoſe whols 
fome-Laws whereby it is N Umited, and his 
People's properties ſecur'd. He <A Impriſon'd none. 
againſt Law, granted 0 Monopoly s to the injury 


of Trade, collected no Ship-Money, rob'd none of their. 


religious Eiberties, rais'd no Subſidies without authority 


of Parliament, all Which together with otfier Evils now 


too tedious to enumerate, were Hagrant'1 in the ty rani- 
whoſe violent 


moſt Part) made the oppreſſed Nations groan, and their i 
illegal Government a Scourge to the Proteſtants in gene- 


ral, and a Curte to GREAT BRITAIN in Particular. TO 


their indolent, and undceountable Conduct, my Bre- 
thren!: we may juſtly aſcribe the Ruin of the Trench 


and Hobernian Churches! as well as the great growth 


of the French Power! Which is now become ſo formid- 
Events which Demand the Tears, 
and Groans of all true and real Proteſtants,” as well as. 
the Methods by which they have been Brought to pals, 
their extream Abhorance and Indignation! vs tals 


fando tempera à lacrimis'! “ 


BUT ſince King WIILTAu; of glorious Memory, 
gallantly undertook the Protection of our Religion, and 
became the Patron of our Laws, both Which wefe equally 
laden with intolerable Preſfures and unjuſt Invectives, and 
tince under the peculiar and ſurprizing Smiles of a gra- 
cious Providence, which enjoined the Winds to aſſiſt 


and accelerate the wiſt'd for acceſs of his naval Arma . 


ment, in the critical Happy Minute, aft "to, the moſt” | 

convenient Retreat for landing in e whole King "SHER 5 

while in the mean "IM ime, tlie nel Pl 5 8 oy. 4 
| Hin! 
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engag' d againſt its true Intereſt was beat back with 
ad verſe Guſt and ſorbid to intercept our Deliverance: 
1 fay ſince that brave Prince of Na//au has under Gop, 
by the Piety of his Conduct, the Prudence of his Coun- 


cils and the Valour of his Arms, ſay'd the oppreſſed 


Britiſh Nation, f roma terrible Inundation of Popery, and 
Slavery, and guarded the Throne ſrom a Romiſh race, in 
all ſucceeding Times, what an amiable and amazingChange 
has there been in the Adminiſtration of the Government? 
On which Account there is furely a juſt Foundation to 
turn.our Complaints into Praiſes, our Sorrows,into Songs, 
our Groans into Gladneſs, and our Tears into Triumphs: 
Our invaluable Priviledges, both Civil and Sacred, are in- 
violably ſecur'd, the Importance of which who can expreſs? 


If Life itſelf be a Priviledge, certainly Liberty, both civil 
and religious muſt needs be ſo likewiſe; without which 
it cannot be agreeably enjoy d: Love of Liberty is as 


ſtrong in human Nature as the love of Life, nay in great 


and generous Minds much ſtronger; and hence braye 
Patriots have run the moſt formidable Riſques, and en- 
dur'd the greateſt Fatigues to obtain and ſecure it, a- 
gainſt the Attempts of Tyrany and Violence: Yea, they 
have gloriouſly choſe to looſe their Lives, rather than to 
be baſely bereay'd of it, nor can we hear of the hazardous 
but noble Efforts of ſuch magnanimous Hero's, without 


Sentiments of reſpe& and complacence, this is the gene- 


ral Senſe of Mankind. Liberty is the Birth-right of all, 


which they hold by the ſame Tenure they do their 


TIVES. - 


_ BUT religions Liberty is ſtill of greater, Moment 


then civil, the moſt ſacred and important of all Rights : 


Loaſmuch as it directly affects the, Soul and Confeicnce. 
O O what a ſingular Mercy, then js it, that we enjoy this 
at preſent in its amiahle and utmoſt extent, that we 
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have the ſacred Scriptures put into our Hands, and may 
worſhip Gop according to the Dictates of our Conſci- 
ences, and profeſs our religious Sentiments in every Thing 


that does not affe& the Peace of Society, without any 


Moleſtation, without any to make us afraid, of ruining 


Fines, loathſome Dungeons, unjuſt Baniſhment into a 
Foreign uncultivated Soil, or any other Engines of 
Cruelty and Death which were the favourite Schemes 
of former Reigns, to propogate their Religion, or rather, 
the Executioners of their religious Rage! againſt the 


O 


Objects of their criminal Reſentment, and the melan- 


choly but honourable fate, of ſome of our fore- 


fathers, whoſe ſincere and ſteady Piety and manly 


Courage wou'd not ſuffer them to truckle to the 


Maviſh Yoke of arbitrary Power! 


NOW inaſmuch as the Lives of our gracious 80. 


vereign and his Family are under Go», the Securi- 
ties of the aforeſaid Priviledges, we have abundant 
Reaſon to praiſe IEHo YA "for their Preſervation, 
with the utmoſt Alacrity and affectionate Gratitude ! 
What Words are big enough to expreſs, or Colours 
ſtrong enough to paint the Importance and Moment 
of that comprehenſive and durable Bleſſing, which 
King WII LIAu the Third, brought to the Proteſtant 
Churches in general, and to the Britiſh Nations in particu- 
lar, by being (inſtrumentally) the Father and Founder of 
the preſent Happy and ſerene Succeſſion in the illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of Hanover, which (humanly ſpeaking) is the 
principal Barrier of our Liberties, the Pillar of our 


Hopes, and Source of our Joys,. as well as the Terror 


0 Envy of our Enemies. 
A 


D altho* the late Peace Was not Atchat with 


all the Ad vantages we could with, yet in the mean Tim 
: it 1s A 1 conlidering the ſuperior \umber and Fo dre 
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of our Enemies together with the ſecreſy 24 A 
of their Councils, that our Affairs are not in a worfe 
Situation then they are: Peace conſider'd abolutely, is 
doubtleſs an amiable Bleſſing. How deſirable is it to be 
deliver'd from a foreign War, attended with great ex- 


pence of Blood and Treaſure, and much more from 


inteſtine Diviſions, and rebellious Confederacies, which 


are ſtill more perilous and fatal? And if we conſider 


the late Peace relatively, may it not be ſaid that theſe 
conſequents of it, afford matter of Thankfulneſs, namely 
the Preſervation of Holland, our natural Ally, from ut- 
ter Ruin, by the fury of Hare, and putting it in a 


better Situation for deſence than before the War began, 
buy raiſing its Statholder to his former Dignity and 
Authority. The Preſeryation of Hulland, is of great 

Importance to us, becauſe that in it our on is in a great 


Meaſure involy'd, as well as the ſafety of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in general. It is likewiſe Matter of Thank- 


fulneſs, my Brethren, that our Liberties both civil 
and religious are continued: The Almighty Gon for our 


Tnnumerable impieties might have in Juſtice given us 


up into the Hands of our Enemies, and depriv'd us. of 


all our Priviledges at a ſtroke, and realy in the 
Courſe of the late War, eſpeeially at the Battle of 


Culloden, they were on the very verge of Ruin! And 


may it not be hop'd that the prudent Project of the 


Government in planting a new Colony in Nova- Scotia, 
will in ſome Meaſure, ballance the lots of Cape- Breton, ani 
in ſome degree, antidote the unhappy. Conſequences: f 
the Surrender of it, by ſcreening Part of the Frontiers 
of this Britiſh Continent, from the Ravages and Inſults, 


of the French and Indians, and by enlarging and ſecuring 


that important Article of Trade, the Fiſhery, as well as 


by lupplying Places that need with the otheg. ſubſtantial 


Necelſlarics 
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Neceſſaries and Nees of Life which as we are 
inform'd may be eaſily rais d in that fertil Soil. Let us 
therefore Praiſe that gracious Gov, who has aniſh'd us 
leſs then our Iniquities deſerve, © and in the midſt of 
E Juſt wrath Wende Mercy, who has ſet bounds to 
the Ambition of proud Oppreſſors, and ſaid to them, as 
to the threatning Surges of the enrag d Ocean, Thus 
Jar ye ſball come and no farther- There ſhall your 
proud Waves we ſtay' d. It is he that ſtilleth the Noiſe 
= of the Seas, the Noiſe of their Waves, and the Tu- 
mult of the People. It is he that make th War to ceaſe 
> to the Ends of the Earth, who breaks the Bow and 
cuts the Spear aſunder; had not he been upon our Side, 
AN ſurely our Enemies had ſwallowed us up. 
1 NOR ſhould the plentiful ſupply of Rain, 4 after a 
bore diftreſfing Drought, where with this and the neigh- 
bouring Provinces, were not long ſince viſited, ſeaſon · 
abluy ſent in Anſwer to the Prayers of its Inhabitants, 
doe ungratefully overlook d in our Thankſgivings. Upon 
this Account the Tſalmiſt excites us to 'praiſe Gov, in 
= yea affectionate and beautiful Language, in the clxvii. 
= Pſalm 7, 8, and 9. V. * Jing ume the ' LORD 
with Taste zung, ſing Fraiſe upon the Harp to our GOD, 
who covereth the Heaven with Clouds, who prepareth Rain. 
or the Earth, who maketh Graſs to grow upon the Moun- 
 Fains !/ 'He gioeth to the Beaſts his Food, and to the young 
Ravens which cry. If the Heavens were as Braſs, the 
Earth wou'd ſoon be as Iron, and refuſe to produce 
ſiuſtainance for Man and Beaſt: It is the Almighty that 
fſendetk Rain upon the Earth, he hath made a Decree 
for it, and begets the drops of the Dew. And hence 


Ve are bid to fear the LORD, by the Prophet Jeremiah, 
"that" groeth Rain, both" the former and latter Rain in his : 
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0 Now do. not I'Þ immerited In ee of « diving 225 
Goodneſs in the ſmiles of Providence, upon the for- 
mer and latter Harveſt in this part of the Land, 
« filling our Hearts with Food and G1 ladneſs, call aloud 
for our publick, humble and grateful Acknowledge= 
„ ments to the Gop of all our Mercies.” The re- 
membrance of the late ſcarcity of Bread, we groan'd 
under in theſe Provinces, may juftly. accent our grateful 
Thankſgiving for the preſent Plenty we enjoy, .confider- 
ing how juſtly the righteous Gov might have puniſhed 
our Jeſburun-like abule of his Goodneſs, by breaking the 
ſtaff of our Bread entirely, and ſending. among us 
cleaneſs of Teeth. And confidering how often he has 
done ſo by others, perhaps not more Criminal and Un- 
grateful than ourſelves; ſhall we not then praiſe and thank 
that GOD who maketh Peace in our Borders, and fille th us 
with the fineſt of the Wheat? Who viſiteth the Earth; 
Watereth and greatly enricheth it with the River of | 
Gop; thou, ſaith the Plaimiſt, in the Pſalm from whence 
my Text is taken; prepareſt them Corn, when-thau haſt 1 
provided for it, thou makeſt it ſoft with Sho wers, thu Wt 
 bleſſeſt the Sprin ging thereof, thou crowneſt the Tear with Mt 
_ thy Goodneſs, and thy Paths drop Fatneſs, they drop upon 
the Wilderneſs, and the little Hills rejoyce on every Side, the 3: 
\ 
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Paſtures are. cloihd with Hochs, the Vallies are alſe 
cover'd with Corn, they ſhout for To, they alſo Sing. | 

III -onr © hankſgiving let-us add humble and- hearty 

Supplications, that the Mercies we enjoy, may be con- 


| tinued, and every other we need. conferr'd ;. in partieu- 2 
ö lar let us Pray, as it is -piouſly- and excellently expreſs d 1 
1 in the Goveri or's Proclamation. .. Ws That che Kingdom V 


2 . 7” oy: 


5 . 15 33 
« of the Lord Jesus CRI ST may be Arabce! 
« jn the World, and that his bleſſed Goſpel may 
« run, and be glorify'd among all Nations, and in 
« particular among the original Natiyes, of this 
Land, and for all in authority over us, partieularly 
« that | the beſt of Bleſſings may deſcend. on our 
% gracicus Sovereign King GEORGE, the Prince and 
« Princeſs of Males, the Duke, the Princeſſes, the royal 
= * Iflue, and on every Branch of that illuſtrious Fa- 
c mily; that the Proteſtant Suceeffion may abide beſore 
„ Gop forever, that this Province may be ever re- 
c membred of Gop for good, that he would merciſul- 
ly heal our Diviſions, reſtore Peace and TROY. 
humble us for our Sins, preyent the Judgments We 
| © deferve, that hewould incline us to lead quiet and 
v peaccable Lives, in all Godlineis and Honeſty, under 
the Government placed over us, that he would gra- 

ciouſly prevent the growth of Sin and Impiety, revive 
pure and undefiled Religion, and ma ke us a Peoples 
= © zealous of good Works.“ ä 
AND eſpecially let us Crown the whole S 5 
with a Gmoerſation becoming the Goſpel of CHRIST, which 
is certainly the moſt honourable, ſafe; pleaſant, and pro- 
= fitable kind of Conduct: This reflects Honour upon the 
bleſſed GOD, upon ourſelves, and upon the Goſpel of 
= the dear Redeemer : this tends to eſtabliſn and enlarge 
his Kingdom among Men, by aluring and conſtraining 
Sinners to turn from the Folly of their Ways to the 
Wiſdom of the Juſt : This introduces Peace and Content 
into our own Minds, and clears up our Evidences, for 
ſuture Bleſſedneſs : For Wiſdoms ways are ways. 55 


4 [LE lcaſantneſs, and all its Paths are Peace. This is certain- . 
= 1 ly the Deſign oſ the Whole Word of GOD, and of all his 
E Wortes of Creation, n ang Proyidence. And 
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this is undoubtedly the Scope of all the Duties and Or- 
dinances of Religion, to this our Prayers and Practices 


tend, and without this all is vain! Give me leave to 


conclude this Diſcourſe in the Wards of the Apoftle 


PAUL, to the Epheſians, Finaly Brethren, whatſoever 
Things are True, whatſoever Things are Honeſt, whatſoever 
Things are fuſt, whatſoever Things are Pure, whatſorver 
Things are Lovely, whatſoever Things are of good Report, 
if there be any Vertue, if there be any Praiſe, think on 


the ſe Things, | | Amen. 
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